Icelandic Sheepdog Association of America

2008 Annual Meeting Minutes 

07.05.08 and 08.11.08: These minutes are combined from the West Coast and East Coast meetings. Both meetings followed the same agenda.
Members Present:

Donna McDermott, Peg Johnson, Judi Vittetoe, Phil Vittetoe, Ed & Pat Putman, Kathy Engstrom, Judy Brown, Margaret Gimblin, Lori, Bob & Emily Spink, Leah Lambert, Steven & Barbara Kajtor, Chris & Scotti Harvey, Alison Matthews, Mary Lou Engert & Les Schubert, Jo-Ann Secondino and Jon Pickett, Shellie Greyhavens, Spike Williamson and Jaqueline Muoio, Leo and Mary Claire Johnston, Russ and Linda Hansen, Susan Hartman, Maggy and Jeff Pease, Sarah Jones and Stan Hirson, Holly and Mert Killpatrick, Jenifer Brimmer, Julie Gohs, Stu Marsh, Loren Dribinsky, Kim Fecher 

The 2008 Mid-Year Board of Director’s Summary was passed out to all in attendance.  We have 190 active members in 34 states and 5 foreign countries. The summary consisted of an overview from the BRCC, the Treasurer, Rescue, Website, Advertising, Health and Genetics, Titles and Events, and other information regarding the ISIC meeting in Iceland, the photo album prepared by Jerry Lynn Costa for Sigridur Petursdottir, the Annual Report, and the Art Contest. 

Questions from members about CHIC, AKC recognition, temperament, and coat length, the procedure for reporting new titles, and how to register your dog with the CKC were all discussed.  Members had great ideas for fundraising it was suggested a section on the annual membership application for donations to various funds, ex: rescue, health and genetics be added, also putting the PowerPoint presentation that is given to AKC judges on a CD and making it available to members for a small fee. 

A discussion about deaf dogs and how it plays into why Iceland doesn’t acknowledge extreme pieds (or mostly white dog) was had.  A deaf dog was present at the West Coast meeting to show what a capable dog he is even though he is deaf.

Advice from Pat Putman (West Coast meeting) included when the “curtain goes up” (we go to full recognition with AKC), “make sure there is a lot on the stage. Make a presence, be loud, and recruit ambassadors for the breed. When people leave a show, we want them to talk about us” (in a positive way). Pat also mentioned Scandinavian Highlight which happens in North Carolina in Nov. 09. Already there will be a Swedish Valhund National and Finish Spitz National as part of the weekend. She thought it would be a good idea to get an ISD National at the same time.

The meeting concluded with a vote to authorize a change in the minimum balance limit for the rescue fund from $1500 to $1200. Funds raised over and above that amount will be moved to the general fund. Funds from the general fund can be used by rescue if needed. The vote was unanimously approved by the members present (28).  

Respectfully submitted,

Shellie Greyhavens
Recording Secretary

