Breeding Age

Given your experience and specific study related to the ISD, I would like to ask you to consider providing your opinions regarding this issue. 

What is the appropriate age to breed a stud dog? Our club allows studs to be bred under one year of age. Bitches must be two years of age prior to breeding.

Answer: As with all other domestic animals, dogs are raised in an environment with much better food supplies than nature normally provides. Domestic animals will, due to the rich food supply, grow faster and develop body fat earlier than their wild counterparts. As body fat in a certain amount is necessary to start sexual maturity, domesticated animals will always mature sexually and physically earlier than corresponding wild species. The problem is, however, that the mental maturity does not keep pace with sexual maturity in domesticated animals. The age of mental maturity - when for example a young bitch is prepared to care properly for her puppies - is always reached several months later than her physical maturity. That is, when she begins to have heats and can become pregnant. Thus, my basic recommendation is that one should never use bitches for breeding before 2 years of age. 

There are other things to consider. At what age do we normally get enough information about the real quality of a dog? As far as I can understand the dogs must themselves first have grown-up. This will not be the case in many breeds until they have reached the age of three years. 

There is another good reason to wait. Many inherited weaknesses, diseases and defects will not show early in life. The most basic rule of all breeding is to breed only from healthy animals. One should make certain that breeding dogs do reach their adult stages with full health before they are used for breeding. According to my opinion, it is thus very bad breeding policy to breed from dogs as young as one year or less, as your club currently allows.

It is of great importance to know pet animals well in all respects before they are used for breeding. The selection of breeding animals will have impact on the well being of many dogs in the future. Thus, one should avoid breeding with very young animals since one cannot know in what direction they will develop as adults. There are, as far as I can see, no other reasons for very early breeding than the desire to win at dog shows and/or sell puppies. I cannot find a good reason for making decisions about breeding with any kind of animals before they reach full physical and mental maturity. 

Any breeders claiming they breed with dogs because they love them should put mental and physical health of their dogs in the first place and not their own desire to win at dog shows or sell puppies. Breeding for pure competition is nothing but turning living creatures into tools for their own social or financial ambitions, something I cannot find acceptable from an ethical point of view. We should not abandon morality when the animals we keep are entirely dependant on us for their wellbeing. Thus I am almost as negative to early breeding with males as with females. One has to consider the fact that in many breeds males are producing much more offspring than bitches and bad selection of males will  often have very negative effect on a breed. 

Kindest regards

Per-Erik
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