Four New Seminars Offered at 2011 National
Call for your help
The Icelandic Sheepdog Association of America Judges Education Committee (JEC) will offer four unique and exceptional - breed specific seminars for members at the 2011 National. We need and depend on your continued support to make events like this a success and possible. Therefore, we want to share with you what we have been doing with the generous donations you provided in 2010.
But first, we would like to tell you a bit more about what will be made available at the July National in Washington State. 

The selection and number of seminars offered to members at the 2011 National, which will be included in the National registration fee, is unprecedented. This is in direct response to ISAA members’ requests to provide more learning opportunities. To that end, we are bringing in Breed Expert and FCI Judge Hans-Ake Sperne from Sweden and FCI Judge Drs. Wilma Roem, co-author of genetic studies specific to the Icelandic Sheepdog to our 2011 National. 
In addition to the Judges Education Study Group, the specific Seminars that will be offered to members and judges are: 

Breed Type Seminar - 7.5 Hours
Facilitator: Breed Expert and FCI Judge Hans-Ake Sperne 

Breed Specific Structure Seminar – 4 Hours 
Facilitator: Breed Expert and FCI Judge Hans-Ake Sperne 
Maintenance of Genetic Variation in the Population of the ISD World Wide

2 Hours 
Facilitator: FCI Judge Drs. Wilma Roem
Drs. Roem will begin with the genetic background of the breeds' population. Following that, she will discuss the history and the current genetic situation. Further discussion will include explanations of the efforts of the Icelandic Sheepdog International Cooperation (ISIC) to decrease the level of inbreeding and maintain genetic variation in the breed. Finally, participants will discuss the future of the breed and the critical role breeders play as they have the responsibility to fight for the health of the breed in the future.

Coat Colors of the ISD and Their Genetic Background – 2 Hours 
Facilitator: FCI Judge, Drs. Wilma Roem 
The focus of this seminar is inheritance of coat colors in dogs, in general, with a focus on the colors we know in the ISD. Can we predict the color of the puppies when we know the color of the parents and grand-parents? Drs. Roem will present a scheme to help breeders assess the right color name for the puppy that will also be accurate when the pup reaches maturity. The seminar will end with the "do’s and don'ts" of breeding special colors.

The JEC is incredibly excited to provide these tremendous learning opportunities for our members and AKC Judges and are seeking donations to support our efforts towards our ongoing education efforts on behalf of our beloved breed. 

2011 has already proven to be an exciting year for the JEC and ISAA members. In January, Breed Expert and FCI Judge Guðrún Ragnars Guðjohnsen traveled from Iceland to attend the Rose City Classic in Portland. While there, she provided two important seminars. 

The first was a seminar for AKC Judges and some forty five attended. We received feedback from AKC Judges and ISAA Members and wish to share their thoughts with you. Here are some of their comments.
“All the judges were impressed with the presentation of the Icelandic Sheepdog by Guðrún. The videos of the dogs working and the knowledge shared by Guðrún were wonderful and very informative.  I expect all of us to be better judges of the breed because of Guðrún. We had over 45 attending this seminar (the largest attendance of the weekend).  Thank you to Donna for arranging this presentation and Gudrun for taking the time to come and educate us.” -  Rosemary Leist, Co-chair of the ODJ seminars

“Guðrún shared her knowledge and expertise on the Icelandic Sheepdog to an enthusiastic audience of judges who wanted to learn more about this enchanting breed. Guðrún shared the history of the breed, together with the purpose of the ISD, and those required physical traits necessary to perform those tasks (which included everything from attitude to tail set). She also indicated that there are few Icelandic Sheepdogs in the world. Therefore, it is imperative for breeders, exhibitors and AKC judges to be constantly vigilant to those historic IS traits that have been perfected through time and distinguish this breed from all others.” –AKC Judge Annella Cooper
“I was happy to learn that the energy and attention put forth by both our National and International Icelandic Sheepdog organizations is now making a shift from the necessity of gathering together  numbers of dogs/bitches to create a healthy and broad gene base, to gathering together and promoting a gene base with emphasis on homogeneous breed type.” – AKC Judge and ISAA Member Pat Putman
“I had the pleasure of attending the recent presentation on the Icelandic Sheep Dog held in Portland. This was a top-notch seminar, with a wealth of information, from history of the breed, an understanding of its preservation and resurgence, and perhaps from a judge's point of view, a well-organized and informative study of the breed standard. I was also impressed with the passion of the breed fanciers there, who were able to transmit their enthusiasm as well as commitment to such things as temperament, type, and breeding, as well as the contagious enjoyment of the breed's personality and  deserved integration into family and working life.” – AKC Judge Robert "Bo" Gloster

The second was a seminar for members of the ISAA. Needless to say, it oversold and nineteen club members attended that seminar entitled, “Understanding and Applying the AKC Standard for the Icelandic Sheepdog.” We are especially grateful to ISAA Membership Secretary and JEC member Peg Johnson for generously giving of her time to help prepare handouts for the seminar. Thank you also to JEC members Karen Barnes, Loren Dribinsky and BRCC member Lori Spink and ISAA VP/BRCC Member Terry Warnock for all your help making Portland a reality. Hats off to you! You are amazing volunteers.

Some of the comments shared by members are found below.
“One thing I learned was the proper stack position with the neck blending into the back rather than upright like a Pomeranian. I also learned I was right and they should gait straight forward like any sound dog, no toes in or out.” – Judy Brown
“The seminar was very informative, the material easy to understand. Guðrún encouraged questions and feed back. I learned several important points on structure. I would do the seminar again.” – Tracie Shaw

“Having the opportunity to have an International breed expert evaluate our dogs was a tremendous gift. Guðrún’s insight gave me confidence in my own observations and added new considerations to enhance our own breeding program.” – ISAA VP & BRCC Member Terry R. Warnock

“It was a privilege to be included in a gathering of so many people who cherish the Icelandic Sheepdog, discussing the standard and how best to preserve the qualities and characteristics that attracted us to the breed.  I appreciated the time to ask questions and the care with which Guðrún delivered her answers.  It is important to understand the work that has gone into developing the breed thus far and have a singular vision as we move forward. Having my dogs in US evaluated by an Icelandic judge was a tremendous opportunity to gain insight and I am so grateful for Guðrún making the time to travel this far and share her knowledge with all of us rookies.”  – Scotti Harvey

“I would like to thank the ISAA for holding the seminar so that I had the opportunity to meet with breeders and owners of the Icelandic Sheepdog. Holding the seminar in conjunction with the Rose City dog shows was especially nice for me. I was able to see the Icelandic Sheepdogs in the show ring and observe proper ring presentation for the breed.
 I was thrilled to meet so many friendly [ISDs] and their owners. Everyone imparted good advice but the best was having the opportunity to meet Guðrún. She had a quite graceful way of explaining the breed standard, which made understanding the standard and applying it, when evaluating the breed, much easier.
I came away from the seminar feeling confident. I will use the knowledge that I gained to help keep the breed and all its distinguishing traits from being spoiled or lost. I fell more in love with the Icelandic Sheepdog that day!” – Andria Filipponi-Maloney
“For me it was a pleasure to once again be able to meet Guðrún Ragnars Guðjohnsen and attend her Icelandic Sheepdog Seminar. She is a classy lady, and we are very fortunate to have her as a stalwart for the Icelandic Sheepdog. 

In this seminar what struck me the most was her willingness to entertain any questions that we had and to find out about us. It was an opportunity to put your hands on a real dog/bitch with Guðrún present and ask any question that you wanted. Wow! Thanks also to anyone who brought their dogs and were open to letting us use them as living examples!

I liked how she related the standard back to the function of the breed. One example of this would be the need to have white trimmings on colored dogs. When the dogs are herding in Iceland, the mountains appear dark. So, a dark dog with no white could not be seen, but a dog with white trimmings could be seen. This holds true for me even in suburbia. At night when I let my dark dogs in the back yard, I can only spot them by their white paws and chest. 

Guðrún also advocated for infrequent bathing. She recommended not bathing within 3 weeks of showing to allow the oil in the coat to return to show a true, Icelandic Sheepdog coat. (Oops, my bitch was bathed the week previously although my dog hasn't been bathed for 2 1/2 years and he smells and looks great!) This once again comes back to the function of the breed. The dog's coat should be weather resistant and if gets wet, should be able to shake off the water easily. 

 I also learned how to measure for correct ears. The Icelandic Sheepdog's ears should be proportional to the size of the head. "The height of the ear is equal to its base and the distance between the ears also equals the base of the ear." I spent the next couple days checking this out. 

 Going forward in our breeding programs, Guðrún recommends for us to work on making sure the Icelandic Sheepdog is "sturdy." Guðrún commented that this means to not let the bone or head become too narrow. Guðrún would also like to see straight gaiting, and she is very adamant about the eyes continuing to be dark brown (almost black). Guðrún said that whelping day is "like opening a Christmas gift." She recommended evaluating puppies at twenty-four hours and at eight to ten weeks. Guðrún stated that the Icelandic Sheepdog has a strong need to live with its human family and encouraged us to place our puppies wisely. She said that putting an Icelandic Sheepdog in a kennel will make them mentally crazy. 

Guðrún presented us with this quote from another source, "The Icelandic Sheepdog is a living piece of art in the Icelandic nature." She is obviously very passionate about the Icelandic Sheepdog and I hope that we can continue her legacy.” – ISAA BRCC Member Lori Spink
“Guðrún Gudjohnsen projects gentleness, intelligence, and authoritativeness when she speaks of the breed we have all grown to love. Her presentation was thorough, utilized wonderful photos of the Icelandic Sheepdog, and was pertinent not only for an AKC judge, but also for a newcomer to the breed. She reviewed history, the breed standard, deviations from the standard and also presentation in the ring. Sitting in the seminar, I felt that we all are now a part of the ongoing history of the Icelandic sheepdog and I felt her love for the breed reflected in her final slide of an Icelandic dog as a “living piece of art in the Icelandic nature.” She looks to us to help Iceland preserve their breed.” – Loren Dribinsky

“While we did not travel the furthest, we are so glad we took the opportunity to come to the Icelandic Sheepdog Seminar put on by ISAA and Guðrún Ragnars Guðjohnsen. The chance to hear from a recognized expert in Icelandic Dogs was amazing.  Her tales of the history of the dog, and of her desire and concern to continue the dog as a true Icelandic piece of art were enlightening. Having shown and bred for over 30 years, the instruction regarding structure was not new to us.  However, learning the true expression, the coat types (and length is not as important as quality), and the importance of the ability of the dogs, was extremely helpful in understanding the essence of the breed. We know that bad temperaments are not allowed, but the importance of having the dogs as part of the human flock was different from our experiences of other breeds.  Learning that the genetic lines are essential to maintain because of the small population was very instructive and important for all future individuals planning to breed these wonderful animals.” - Karen Barnes and Joan Dow

There were others who shared our enthusiasm regarding Guðrún’s visit. They noted the following.

“It was a pleasure to have met Guðrún at the recent shows that made up the Rose City Cluster. What a wonderful experience for judges and potential judges of the breed to hear a lecture on the Icelandic Sheepdog from someone with such history in the breed. Even more exciting that Guðrún was present to witness the first Best in Show for an Icelandic Sheepdog in the United States. Thank you for your dedication to preservation of the breed as it was developed in Iceland.” – AKC Assistant Vice President of Special Services, Mari-Beth O’Neill

"The historic day that I was so lucky to be a part of was just icing on the cake as one of those responsible for shepherding the breed towards preservation, Guðrún Ragnars Guðjohnsen, was present to share in that special day. It was wonderful to have the time to meet with her and sit down and discuss the breed as she is a breed expert and her love for the breed is tangible. Learning to better understand the breed's function, because of Guðrún's instruction, will assist handlers to do our best for the breed". –Tammie Wilcox
She also provided ringside mentoring and was well received by AKC judges and club members alike. Finally, she provided ISAA members with private evaluations of their ISDs. This left judges and members with incredible tools as we apply that knowledge to our breeding programs. 
So, here we are, asking again for your financial support. We have stretched your dollars as thinly as we could and provided some amazing learning opportunities. 
Will you consider donating to the Judges Education Committee so that we can continue our work? 
Please make the check out to ISAA, write “Judges Ed” on the check’s “note section” and send the donation to:

ISAA Judges Education Committee

PO Box 13116

Burton, WA 98013
Thanking you in advance for your generous support. 

ISAA JEC - Donna, Spike, Maggy, Peg, Loren and Karen
