PAGE  
2

October 28, 2007

Dear ISAA members and friends:

Many of you are aware of how I found the club about two years ago. It was a homecoming of sorts as I had found my first Icelandic Sheepdog in the 1970s. Her name was Perla frá Ólafsvöllum.  Perla “raised” me and passed away when I was 18. Who knew that some 35 years later I would be back in Iceland sitting at the feet of Sigríður Pétursdóttir, the woman responsible for saving the breed and have Perla’s seventh generation granddaughter living in my home?  
It is all possible because of the dedication and knowledge of members of this amazing group who have served as our officers and committee chairs. Without them, I would never have met Jo-Ann Secondino.  She will be the ISAA’s new Vice President beginning November 1st. Jo-Ann and I are looking forward to working with a dynamic, knowledgeable and committed group of ISAA Board and committee members.  We are also looking forward to working for you, the ISAA membership.  

The contributions of Knox, our current President, and Liz, our current Vice President and the person responsible for founding the ISSA, have been tremendous. Jo-Ann and I are grateful that they will carry on in service to the membership as we continue to grow and change as a group. The tiny seed that Liz planted has developed into a wonderful club that brings people together through what we all share in common, the love of our Icelandic Sheepdogs.
I was surprised and speechless when our current ISAA President, Knox, approached me earlier this month and asked that I consider taking over the presidency of the organization.  After the shock wore off, I considered the responsibility and commitment the position demands.  I reviewed the ISAA website, paying particular attention to the Constitution and Bylaws, Mission Statement, Purpose, the National Board of Directors Code of Conduct and the Code of Ethics posted there. I then wrote a letter to Knox indicating I was willing to be nominated. 

It wasn’t long until I was advised that I had been selected for the position by the President with the support of the National Board of Directors. I learned that the Constitution and Bylaws are in need of revision and therefore, have not been operationalized in regard to nomination and election of club officers. Knox’s letter of October 17th addressed this as well as other items that I, the Board of Directors, and the membership will address.

Priorities for the upcoming year will remain as set by the previous Board:

· Continue work on the breed standard. Work with the Icelandic National Kennel Club and the AKC to finalize a standard that is acceptable to both organizations and submit that document to our membership for approval. 

· Review and revise the ISAA Constitution and Bylaws and submit those documents to our membership for approval.  Operationalize both documents after approval.
Other tasks I hope our Board and membership will work on beginning November 1st include:

· Growing participation from our membership in the club. The AKC wants to see broader membership participation.  We anticipate there will be opportunities to work as a member of our Board of Directors or serve on a committee. 
If you are interested in deepening your level of participation, please contact myself or Jo-Ann so that we can discuss what strengths you can bring to the group.  
· On-going Education. The BOD will provide bi-monthly informational bulletins regarding various topics, followed by live chats regarding that issue that individuals can choose to attend and participate in.

Next week, the NISC, a chapter of the ISAA will present an AKC Judges Education Seminar for 300 judges in Seattle.  While preparing for this event, we relied on documents, historical information, the ISAA website and the ISAA Breed Standard.  One cannot sit with the wealth of information regarding the Icelandic Sheepdog in the United States and not be in awe of those who have served to get us to the point we are at today. We are so grateful for the tireless efforts of these individuals and owe them a tremendous debt of gratitude.  

I feel honored to be selected for this position. I am thankful for the support of the Board of Directors and the Committee Chairs. I hope to earn the support of the entire membership and look forward to a busy and fulfilling year for all of us as we continue this journey.
Kveðja, 

Donna

eyjahunda@yahoo.com
