Icelandic Sheepdog Association of America
Application for Chapter Membership
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The function of an ISAA chapter is to provide local opportunities for fun. Its purpose is to organize events which may include a conformation show or fun match, agility competition/fun match, rally, flyball, educational seminars, opportunity for members to complete the AKC's Canine Good Citizen or Therapy Dog Certification and/or any other gathering or event as approved, in advance, by the ISAA Board of Directors.  Chapters operate in support of and at the discretion of the ISAA.
Date:  __________________________

Requested Chapter Name: ________________________________________________

Contact Person Information:

Name: _________________________________ Title (if any) ____________________

Postal Mailing Address: __________________________________________________

City: ________________________________ State: _____________ Zip: ___________

Email Address: _________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ________________________________________________________

 

Chapter’s interest or focus (check each item that applies):
□ Agility   □ Obedience   □ Breed Education   □ Flyball   □ Rally   □ Rescue   □Conformation

□ Other_____________________________________________________________________

Current number of members? ________  

Region_______________________________

 

Briefly describe the chapter’s reasons for seeking ISAA Chapter Membership.  List type of possible activities, socials, etc. you might have or currently have planned.

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Explain how the chapter will be structurally organized, such as, represented by a chapter coordinator, or have appointed or elected officers (see page 7 for more information).

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

This application must be signed prior to submission.  The chapter name will be published in the ISAA Newsletter.  A chapter is a regional and not a national organization.  The above named chapter hereby applies for Chapter Membership associated with the Icelandic Sheepdog Association of America, and if accepted, agrees to abide by the ISAA Constitution, ISAA By-Laws, ISAA Code of Ethics, ISAA Breeders’ Code of Conduct, ISAA Chapter Requirements and the Rules and Regulations of ISAA and The American Kennel Club.

Submittal Documents:

 

The following documents must be submitted with this application.

1. Membership List  (All must be ISAA members in good standing)

2. Dated and signed Chapter Requirements

3. Dated and signed Code of Ethics

4. Dated and signed Educational Guideline.

Submittal Affirmation:

I am submitting this application on behalf of our applying Chapter.  Our Chapter agrees to abide by the requirements stated above, and to support the ISAA goals.  By submitting this form I hereby certify to the best of my knowledge that our Chapter meets the chapter requirements for calendar year __________. I have attached the list of membership as required by the chapter requirements.

Name: __________________________________ Title (if any) ___________________

                            (Please print clearly)

Signature: __________________________________________ Date: ______________

Mail to:

Completed application, including membership list, along with a check payable to ISAA for the annual $10 chapter dues should be mailed to:


Peg Johnson


8314 20th Ave NW


Seattle, WA 98117

Membership List:

Please complete this membership section.  Names and numbers will be verified.  If additional space is required, this sheet maybe copied, completed and attached with application.  This sheet may also be used for the mid-year submittal as specified in chapter requirement # 4.

Chapter Name: ______________________________________ Date: _____________

Membership

ISAA Membership in good standing is required for each member of the chapter.

Name: ___________________________________________________ ISAA # ______

Name: ___________________________________________________ ISAA # ______

Name: ___________________________________________________ ISAA # ______

Name: ___________________________________________________ ISAA # ______

Name: ___________________________________________________ ISAA # ______

Name: ___________________________________________________ ISAA # ______

Name: ___________________________________________________ ISAA # ______

Name: ___________________________________________________ ISAA # ______

Name: ___________________________________________________ ISAA # ______

Name: ___________________________________________________ ISAA # ______

Name: ___________________________________________________ ISAA # ______

Name: ___________________________________________________ ISAA # ______

Name: ___________________________________________________ ISAA # ______

Name: ___________________________________________________ ISAA # ______

Name: ___________________________________________________ ISAA # ______

Name: ___________________________________________________ ISAA # ______

Name: ___________________________________________________ ISAA # ______

Chapter Requirements:
1. The chapter uses the name of the parent club, the Icelandic Sheepdog Association of America (ISAA), with the permission of the parent club. Such permission grants the use of the name of ISAA while the chapter is in compliance with all rules, guidelines and statements of ethical behavior as prescribed by the ISAA BOD.

2. A link to the parent club shall be clearly posted on the home page of any chapter website and shall be listed on any link page.

3. Any advertisement for the chapter must be pre-approved by the ISAA BOD and shall include a link to the parent club. 

4. The chapter will provide bi-annual chapter membership lists to the ISAA membership secretary, as current membership in good standing in the parent club is required for each member of the chapter.  

5. The chapter will provide the ISAA Officers with a copy of all chapter publications including newsletters.

6. The chapter representative/president will provide the ISAA Treasurer with a quarterly accounting of expenditures and income for that chapter.

7. The chapter agrees to comply with the ISAA Constitution and By-Laws as written and published by the ISAA. 

8. The chapter will not advertise breeding animals or breeders as the ISAA Breeding Review and Compliance Committee (BRCC) insures compliance with breeding regulations of the ISAA and this is a function of the parent club. 

9. All events and any changes in the structure of the chapter shall be pre-approved by the ISAA Board of Directors.

10. If the chapter would like to host the ISAA annual meeting at an event it sponsors, the ISAA invites this and will send an officer of the BOD to run that meeting.

Submittal Affirmation:

On behalf of our applying Chapter, we agree to abide by these requirements.

Name: __________________________________ Title (if any) ___________________

                            (Please print clearly)

Signature: __________________________________________ Date: ______________

Icelandic Sheepdog Association of America Code of Ethics
The Icelandic Sheepdog Association of America (ISAA) is a non-profit organization established for the express purpose of promoting and preserving the tradition and welfare of Iceland's national treasure, the Icelandic Sheepdog, in United States of America. Every reasonable effort will be made to maintain a positive working relationship with the Icelandic Kennel Club and to conform to their standard whenever possible. Towards this end, the ISAA is dedicated to serving the best interest of the Icelandic Sheepdog through increasing public awareness, educational programs, establishing a resource network, and promoting proper husbandry and breeding practices of the Icelandic Sheepdog in America, in conjunction with the Icelandic Sheepdog International Cooperation (ICIS).

The ISAA, recognizing our responsibility to the Icelandic Sheepdog and the Icelandic Sheepdog 
enthusiast, sets forth this code of ethics:

· To educate the membership.

· To preserve the genetic viability through careful breeding practices.

· To keep the Icelandic Sheepdog sound, healthy and free of hereditary diseases.

· To maintain the working ability of the Icelandic Sheepdog.

· To conform to the AKC Standard of the Breed after the ISAA reaches full acceptance into the AKC.

· To be honest in the evaluation of animals used for breeding and/ or offered for sale.
· To exercise good sportsmanship in all activities involving Icelandic Sheepdogs

It is the intent of the ISAA to support and promote breeding programs which will protect the quality of the breed.  Prior to listing breeding studs or bitches, the ISAA requires that stud dogs and brood bitches meet the following minimum requirements:

· Be recorded with the AKC or a recognized FCI country.

· Be free of hereditary disorders including, but not limited to moderate to severe hip dysplasia and genetic eye disease including genetic cataracts.

· Be sound in temperament as well as conformation.

· Be matched for enhancing the viability of the gene pool.

· Comply with breeding limitations as to not be over-used in a breeding program.

The ISAA recommends that the ISAA breeder/members protect the breed:

· By selling and purchasing puppies whose sire and dam meet the above standards.

· By assuring the general health of the sire and dam at the time of breeding and whelping.

· By offering a warranty for the general health of the puppies at the time of sale.

· By not supplying puppies for sale/resale to pet stores or other wholesale outlets.

· By using the Limited Registration option and spay/neuter contracts for puppies known to be affected with hereditary disorders such as moderate to severe hip dysplasia, moderate to severe defects of temperament or conformation, cataracts or other genetic eye disease, etc., or not of breeding quality.

· By exercising truth in advertising.
ISAA members are expected to:

· Display good sportsmanship

· Purchase puppies from breeders who comply with ISAA Breeder Regulations.

· Exhibit cheerful willingness to help newcomers and observers of the breed.

· Show restraint from public expression of negative remarks about fellow fanciers and breed enthusiasts.

· Be gracious winners and runners-up.

Exceptions:
It is recognized that legitimate situations may arise wherein a member or breeder may wish to be granted an exception to this Code of Ethics. In such cases, members and breeders are expected to seek guidance from the BOD or seek professional advice.  

The ISAA Board of Directors is available to offer advice and or assistance, as well as referrals to appropriate professionals, to members and non-members alike.

Adopted by the ISAA Board of Directors March 5, 2009
On behalf of our applying Chapter, we agree to abide by these requirements.

Signature: ______________________________________________________ Date: ________________

 

(Chapter Representative’s Signature)

Icelandic Sheepdog Association of America

Educational Guidelines

1. ISAA Members' primary concern shall be the care, health and welfare of the Icelandic Sheepdog.

2. ISAA Members believe Icelandic Sheepdogs provide love and companionship. They cannot do this if they spend most of their time in kennels or crates.

3. ISAA Members who breed do so to improve our breed regardless of whether the dog ends up as a pet dog or a show dog in Performance Events and/or Conformation Events. We believe the only justifiable reason to breed is to improve overall health, type, working ability, and temperament of the breed.

4. ISAA Members breed only mature, well-rested, healthy, high quality representatives of our breed. "Substandard" Icelandic Sheepdogs are sold as AKC Limited Registration dogs, on spay/neuter contracts or as "Pet Quality" dogs.

5. ISAA Members do not produce more puppies than they can personally expect to find excellent, carefully screened homes for.

6. ISAA Members selectively place and follow-up on all puppies sold, taking responsibility for the entire life of all puppies they have brought into the world.

7. ISAA Members carefully screen bitch owners applying for stud service; actually mating only bitches whose owners they feel confident will also abide by the high standards of the Code of Ethics, the Breeders’ Code of Conduct and the Educational Guidelines.

8. ISAA Members use truth in advertising, sales and other dog related activities.

9. ISAA Members act as goodwill ambassadors for the Icelandic Sheepdog breed. In so doing, members attempt to educate the public, interested parties and new owners whenever possible.

On behalf of our applying Chapter, we have read and understand the Educational Guilelines and agree to abide by these requirements.

Signature: _____________________________________________ Date: __________

 


(Chapter Representative’s Signature)

Chapter Organizational Structures

All chapters of the Icelandic Sheepdog Association of America (ISAA) must consider everything from the breed improvement standpoint first. After all, we are first and foremost a club for owners of Icelandic Sheepdogs, some with breeder interests, not the other way around. We want the general public to respect Icelandic Sheepdogs as a breed before they respect them as show animals.

There are two types of chapter organizational structures; Informal and Formal

The time and skills required of those who want to start a chapter of the ISAA will vary depending on the type of structure you wish to choose. For instance, if you want to have occasional informal meetings and/or Icelandic gatherings once a month or less, the requirements are minimal. It only takes one person to organize such an event, although you can have more. The chapter members need to have the desire to hold meetings or gatherings and a place to have them. It is also necessary to keep track of who is interested in attending and have a means of notifying members when a meeting is to take place. Notification can be by telephone, mail, or email, or a combination of all three.  At least one person must be the chapter coordinator with the ISAA.

You may wish to add other benefits to your get-togethers. Maybe someone in your group lives near a supplier who is willing to sell you a large quantity of dog supplies at a discount rate. If you all pool your orders together, maybe that person can place the order, pick it up and distribute it at your meetings. Perhaps you’d like to make your get-together a fun meet or an ice cream social. You can do just about anything. It’s simply a lot of fun to have a group of Icelandic lovers get together on a regular basis to swap stories and information. 

The more formal organized chapter is slightly different. In most chapters, there is one person who does the majority of the work, but it’s really best if you can get a small group of people together who are willing to share the duties of running the chapter. That way, it is less likely that the chapter will fold due to the one person getting burned out or resentful of always having to do everything and never getting to just have fun with the group. A small group of hard-working people can put together a terrific chapter. 

Computer skills will be necessary to create a chapter brochure, website, logo (or you can use the ISAA logo, with ISAA permission, and just add your chapter name or location), and a chapter newsletter. These can all be as simple as you would like. Judges will need to be trained if you plan to have conformation fun matches. However, anyone can be a pet judge if your chapter decides to have pet shows. 

Rather than having a chapter coordinator you may want to have officers, a President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, Show Chairman or Event Coordinator, Public Relations/Fundraiser person, and possibly even some Associates. You can write your own list of the most common duties to go along with each of these jobs, or you can ask ISAA for help.  As long as you all work together, putting out a chapter newsletter and hosting shows is not that difficult. The hardest task is finding places to hold events. However, if you count on just one person to do all of the work, the chapter may not last and you could lose your opportunity to attend fun Icelandic Sheepdog events! 

Regardless of the type of organizational structure a chapter chooses, all are required to adhere to all chapter requirements, which include among other things, payment of annual yearly chapter dues, submittal of membership list, and reporting financial information.  All chapter members must be ISAA members in good standing.  Chapters are extensions of the ISAA. Failure to comply with the ISAA Constitution, Code of Ethics, Breeders’ Code of Conduct and Educational Guideline may result in termination of your chapter.  

You can change from an informal structure to a formal structure, from having a chapter coordinator to having chapter officers or visa versa, but remember, any organizational structural change must be reported to and approved by the ISAA Board of Directors.  

But most importantly –

THE FUNCTION OF AN ISAA CHAPTER IS TO PROVIDE LOCAL OPPORTUNTIES FOR FUN.







7 of 7
Rev. 05.March.2009

