Standard Update: April 14, 2009

Vote to Adopt a Revision of the 
Icelandic Sheepdog AKC Breed Standard
Dear Members,

We will shortly be mailing out ballots for a membership vote on the revision of the AKC Icelandic Sheepdog Breed Standard. 
The ISAA Board of Directors strongly recommends that members approve and adopt the proposed revision of the AKC Icelandic Sheepdog breed standard. This revised standard has been approved by DIF (Iceland’s ISD National Breed Club), HRFI (Iceland’s National Kennel Club) and AKC, a goal we have long hoped for. 

Our current AKC standard was drafted by an ISAA committee some years ago without the assistance of DIF, HRFI or ISIC as we had not yet been able to forge a partnership with these members of our international community committed to the preservation of the Icelandic Sheepdog.  At that time, we knew the standard was a living document and our first effort to formulate a standard that accurately reflected the Icelandic Sheepdog and was as close as possible to the FCI standard. 

We have learned much since then and have found that AKC is willing to accept a standard very close to the internationally recognized FCI standard. When you review the recommended revision on the ISAA website, you will note (excluding the FCI brief history summary and the N.B. note, neither of which is allowable by the AKC) the proposed standard revision is essentially identical to the FCI standard.  We estimate over a 94% identical word usage, with the major difference being the added last sentence found under Coat.

Here are a few comments by some of our international partners about the standard and its importance:

Gudrun R. Gudjohnsen (On behalf of ISIC): We must always remember that the Icelandic Sheepdog is an Icelandic cultural inheritance . . . The Icelandic Government has appointed HRFI . . . to take actions for the breed preservation.  It means that HRFI and only HRFI is responsible for the breed standard. Please help us with that.

Hans-Åke Sperne (ISIC): We have experienced some organizational problems (when it comes to breed standard responsibility) linked to the fact that the national kennel clubs in Canada (CKC) and USA (AKC) are not FCI members . . . International cooperation for the preservation of a breed is possible only when it stands on an equal base and people work in the same direction from that base. . . It is the same with . . .  the breed standard. Different writings (standards) mean different understandings and different dogs.
Sigrudur Petersdottir: The Americans are on the brink of changing the breed. Some years ago I talked to someone in America who was writing the standard and told them that I am completely against rewriting it. America should use the FCI standard. . . I understand that the order must be changed for the AKC, but you can’t change the words or the meaning. I have the standard and was rather shocked that it was not the Iceland dog as I knew it. . . Each word has meaning and is important. With each word you change, you risk changing the meaning and then the dog . . . We are the mother country and we must be able to tell you, this is how the Iceland dog must look and think . . . Please don’t change our Iceland Dog.
DIF (Guðni Ágústsson, chairman; Þorsteinn Thorsteinson, secretary; Elís E. Stefánsson, treasurer; Ágúst Ágústsson, Helga Andrésdóttir; Guðríður Valgeirsdóttir, vice-president of HRFÍ and representative of HRFÍ in the board of DÍF): We . . . want to note how greatful we are for all the work that the board of ISAA has put into the breed standard for the Icelandic Sheepdog within ISAA/AKC so that it will be in harmony with the FCI breed standard, set by the Icelandic Kennel Club (HRFÍ). 

Please support our international cooperative work, in support of the preservation of the Icelandic Sheepdog and vote for the proposed revision (in favor of the revised standard) of the AKC Icelandic Sheepdog breed standard as attached. 

Since our current bylaws do not specifically address the procedure for adopting a revision to the standard of the breed, at the recommendation of the AKC we have chosen to closely follow an established AKC protocol.  Those provisions are given below.

When you review the proposed revision you will note (excluding the FCI Brief History Summary and the N.B. note, which can be found in the FCI standard at http://www.icelanddogs.com/Standards-FCI.html, neither of which is allowable by the AKC) that the revised standard is essentially identical to the FCI standard.  We estimate over a 94% identical word usage, with the majority difference being the additional last sentence found under Coat.  The existing and revised standards may be viewed below.
The modified standard has received approval from the DIF, HRFI and the AKC. The ISAA Board of Directors strongly recommends the adoption and approval of the modified standard.

Excluding foreign and junior members, all members in good standing on April 10, 2009 are eligible to vote, and will be mailed a ballot. Please take the time to review the revised standard and return your completed ballot as instructed by the required date. The results of the voting will be made public.

Best regards, 

ISAA Board of Directors

Copy of Proposed Revision of the 

Icelandic Sheepdog Breed Standard for American Kennel Club
April 1, 2009
Note: Final Revised Standard approved by Deild íslenska fjárhundsins (DIF) and the American Kennel Club (AKC) as of April 1, 2009. Final Revised Standard submitted to membership for vote on April 10, 2009. 
GENERAL APPEARANCE:  The Icelandic Sheepdog is a Nordic herding Spitz, slightly under medium sized with prick ears and a curled tail.  Seen from the side the dog is rectangular.  The expression is gentle, intelligent and happy. A confident and lively bearing is typical for this dog. There are two types of coat, long and short, both thick and extremely weatherproof. There is a marked difference in appearance between the sexes.

SIZE, PROPORTION, SUBSTANCE: Ideal height: Dogs 18”; Bitches 

16 ½”. Rectangular and strong. Seen from the side, the dog is rectangular, the length of the body measured from the point of shoulder to point of buttock is greater than the height at the withers. The depth of the chest is equal to the length of the foreleg.

HEAD: Strongly built with close fitting skin. Triangular when seen from above or the side.  Skull - Slightly longer than muzzle and somewhat domed.  Stop – clearly defined though neither steep nor high.  Nose – Black. Dark brown in chocolate brown and some cream dogs. The nasal bridge is well-developed and straight. Muzzle slightly shorter than skull. tapering evenly towards the nose to form a blunt triangle when seen from both above and from the side. Lips - Black, close fitting. Dark brown in chocolate brown and some cream dogs. Bite: Scissor bite. Teeth - Complete dentition. Cheeks – Flat. Eyes – Medium size and almond shaped. Dark brown. Slightly lighter in chocolate brown and some cream dogs. Eyerims are black. Dark brown in chocolate brown and some cream dogs. Ears – Erect and of medium size. Triangular with firm edges and slightly rounded tips. Very mobile, reacting sensitively to sounds and showing the dog’s mood. Faults - yellow or round protruding eyes. 

NECK, TOPLINE, BODY: Neck – Moderately long and muscular with no loose skin.  The neck is slightly arched and the head is carried high. Body – rectangular and strong.  The length is in proportion to the height and in harmony with general appearance. Back – level, muscular and strong. Loins – broad and muscular. Croup – moderately short and broad, very slightly sloping and well-muscled. Chest – long, deep and well-sprung. Belly – Slight tuck up. Tail – high set, curled over and touching the back.

FOREQUARTERS: When seen from the front the forelegs are straight, parallel and strong. Angulation - Shoulders are well laid back, oblique and muscular.  Dewclaws – Required and may be double. Forefeet – slightly oval, toes well-arched and tight with well-developed pads. Faults – No dewclaws.

HINDQUARTERS: When seen from behind the hind legs are straight, parallel and strong. Thighs – Broad and well-muscled. Dewclaws – Required. Well-developed double dewclaws desirable. Hind feet – Same as forefeet.  Faults – No dewclaws.

COAT: Double coat, thick and weatherproof. There are two types: Short-haired – The outer coat of medium length, fairly coarse, with a thick, soft undercoat. The tail is bushy and the hair length is in proportion to the coat.  Long-haired – The outer coat is longer than the above, fairly coarse, with a thick, soft undercoat. The tail is very bushy and the hair length is in proportion to the coat. In both lengths, the hair is shorter on the face, top of the head, ears and front of the legs; and longer on the neck, chest and back of the thighs. In the show ring, presentation is to be in a natural, unaltered condition. Specimens where the coat or whiskers have been altered by trimming or clipping shall be so severely faulted as to be effectively eliminated from competition.

COLOR: Several colors are permitted but a single color should always be predominant. The predominant colors are: various shades of tan, ranging from cream to reddish brown; chocolate brown, grey, and black. White always accompanies the predominant color. The most common white markings, which are often irregular, are a blaze or a part of the face, collar, chest, socks of varying lengths and tip of tail. Lighter shading often occurs on the underside of the dog from throat to tip of tail. On tan and grey dogs, a black mask, black tips to the outer hairs and even occasional black hairs often occur. Black (tri-color) dogs have a black coat, white markings as mentioned above and traditional markings in any of the various tan colors on the cheeks, over the eyes (eyebrows) and on the legs. Patches of the above colors on a white background (pied) are permitted. White should not be totally predominant. Fault – a solid black mantle or saddle on any of the tan colored dogs.

GAIT: Displays agility and endurance with good driving action covering the ground effortlessly.

TEMPERAMENT: The Icelandic Sheepdog is a hardy and agile herding dog which barks, making it extremely useful for herding or driving livestock in the pastures, in the mountains or finding lost sheep. The Icelandic Sheepdog is by nature very alert and will always give visitors an enthusiastic welcome without being aggressive. Hunting instincts are not strong. The Icelandic Sheepdog is cheerful, friendly, inquisitive, playful and unafraid. A confident and lively bearing is typical for this dog.

FAULTS: Any departure from the foregoing points should be considered a fault and the seriousness with which the fault should be regarded should be in proportion to its degree.

PROTOCOL

1 The board may propose revisions to the standard of the breed.

2 The standard for the breed may be amended,

2.1 Provided a copy of the proposed amendment has been mailed by the Membership Secretary to each regular member in good standing on the date of mailing, 

2.2 Accompanied by a ballot on which a choice for or against the action to be taken shall be indicated

2.3 Together with a blank envelope and a return envelope addressed to the Membership Secretary marked “Ballot” and bearing the name of the regular member to whom it was sent. 

2.4 So that the ballots may remain secret, each voter, after marking their ballot, shall seal it in the blank envelope, which in turn shall be placed in the second envelope addressed to the Membership Secretary.

2.5 Notice with such ballot shall specify a date not less than 30 days after the date postmarked, by which date the ballots must be postmarked and returned mailed to the Membership Secretary to be counted.
2.6 The Membership Secretary shall check the returns against the list of regular members in good standing on the date of mailing prior to opening the outer envelopes and removing the blank envelopes, 

2.7 And shall certify the eligibility of the voters as well as the results of the voting. 

2.8 The favorable vote of 2/3 of the regular members in good standing who return valid ballots within the time limit shall be required to effect any such amendment.

3 No amendment to the standard for the breed that is adopted by the club shall become effective until the Board of Directors of The American Kennel Club has approved it.

